
Robber Barons or Captains of Industry Essay Question 
 
Directions: 
You are to write a complete and comprehensive essay answering 
one of the questions below. Be sure to use your notes, vocabulary, 
and textbook to gather the information needed. Be sure to include 
an introduction with thesis statement, body paragraphs, and a 
conclusion that summarizes your essay and supports your thesis 
statement. 
 
In your own words state whether you believe businessmen such as 
Rockefeller, Carnegie, Vanderbilt and others were Robber Barons 
or Captains of Industry.   

• As Robber Barons, did they lie, cheat, and steal to get ahead 
in business? 

• As Captains of Industry, was what they did to get ahead in the 
business world excusable because their contributions 
advanced society? 

 
Be sure to support your answer with detailed information from your 
notes, textbook, classroom discussions and work. NO INTERNET!!! 
This must be in your own words!!  
 
Think about vocabulary and examples from the unit to include in 
your essay.  
 
Do not use: 

• I, me we, us, etc. 
• Thing, stuff 
• Contractions 
• Slang 
• Abbreviations 
• Question 



Outline for 5 Paragraph Essay 
 
Paragraph 1: Introduction 
• Background information 
• Position Statement – indicates your paper’s topic, 

makes a clear purpose and provides an overview of 
your main 3 points. 

Paragraph 2: Body Paragraph 
• Begins with a topic sentence that identifies ONE main 

idea. 
• Supporting details about your main idea 

Paragraph 3: Body Paragraph 
• Begins with a topic sentence that identifies another 

idea main idea. 
• Supporting details about your main idea 

Paragraph 4: Body Paragraph 
• Begins with a topic sentence that identifies the last 

main idea. 
• Supporting details about your main idea 

Paragraph 5: Conclusion 
• Revisits your purpose for writing  
• Summarizes paper’s major points 
• Any thoughts to ponder 

 
 
Write a brief outline on the left side of your notebook (this 
will be graded) to help get started and organize your 
thoughts. 
 



 


