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Lynchings by State and Race, 1862-1968
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Source: University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law, http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects

/ftrials/shipp/lynchingsstate. html. |

Note: The statistics reported here are from the archives at Tuskegee Institute. Lynching statistics prior to
1882 scarcely exist, and even those available after 1892, when Ida B. Wells began investigating lynching and
Tuskegee Institute started collecting and tabulating data, are not necessarily accurate. Innumerable lynchings
went unreported, many lynchings went unreported in newspapers, which were the sources of Wells’s and
Tuskegee’s statistics, and there was no consistent definition of what constituted a lynching. After the
NAACP began keeping lynching statistics in 1912, its numbers differed from Tuskegee’s. Nevertheless, the
patterns that emerged are starkly clear: More blacks than whites were lynched, lynchings occurred much
more often in the South than elsewhere in the United States, and after peaking in 1892, the number of
lynchings very slowly declined. For more lynching statistics, see Robert A. Gibson, “The Negro Holocaust:
Lynching and Race Riots in the United States, 1880-1950,” Yale~New Haven Teachers Institute, http://
wwwiyale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1979/2/79.02.04.x html.
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TABLE 9.2

Lynchings by Year and Race, 18821968
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Continued M 2 A
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Source: University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law; http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects
/ferials/shipp/lynchingyearhtml.

*The difference of one among the tables is statistically insignificant.

TABLE 9.3
Lynchings by [Alleged] Cause, 1882-1968
\ Cause Number Percent | Cause Number Percent
Homicide 1,937 40.84 § Robbery and theft 232 4.89
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Source: University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law, http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects
/ftrials/shipp/Lynchcauses.html.



