Governor Winthrop: Say no more. The Court knows wherefore, and is satisfied.
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D. Indian-White Reiotions in Colonial
New England: Theee Views of King Philip’s War

1} Mory Rowlandson Is Capured by Indians (1675}

Aleerv| Rowdeandson was taken prianer in Febriary 1675 by Indians wiwo sesided ber
me\cr the Vassachsells frontier some ihir(y nies west of Boston. Her accotint be-
carnio vite of the Mot poprdar “cafiui(ye narratives” thet fuscinated readers i £ng-
et et America in the serviteonth and cighicenth conturies. providing a model
- suteh Serter wonkes as James Fewimore Cooper’s The Last of the Moljcans, What are
st harrairing aspocts of Rotletelson's experience? What redtgions meaning did
she Jitel in e cian attack aned in ber capivity?

On the toath of Februane 1675, came the [ndians with great numhess upon Lan-
alster: thie st coming was aboul suntsing: hearing the noise of some guns, we
Idokud ot severs) houses were buming, and the smoke sscending @ heaven,

3. ... |Wihen the English army with new supplies were sent forth o pursue
after the enemy, and thev understanding it, fled before them till they came to
Bayuaug river, where they forthwith went over safely; that that river should be im-
passable 1o the English. 1 can but admire to see the wonderful providence of God in
preserving the ﬁea then for further affliction to our poor country. They could go in
great numbers @ver, but the English must stop. God had an over-ruling hand in all
those things. -

4. 1t was daoughi, if their cormn were cut down, they would starve and <lie with
hunger. and all |heir corn that could he found, was destroyed, and they driven from
that linle they b in stose, into the woods in the midst of winter; and yet how to ad-
miration did thé Locd preserve them for his holy ends, and the destruction of many
still amongst the English! strangely did the Lord provide for theny; that [ did not see
(all the time | was among them) one man. woman, or child, die with hunger.’

Though mdny| times they would eat thar, that a hog or a dog would hardly
touch: vet by that God strengthened them to be a scourge to his people.

The chief pnd commonest food was ground-nuts. They ent also nuis and
acorns, articholes, lilly roots, ground-beans, and several other weeds and roots, that
I know nhot.




‘They would pick up old bones, and cut them o picves at the i
were full of worms and auggors, they woukl scald than over the
vermine come out. and then boil them. and dreink up the liguor,
great ends of them in a momar, and o et them. They woukd et |

ears, and atl sorts of wild birds which they could catch. .. T can hu

ration to see the wonderful power of God in providing for such a

our encmies in the wilderness, where there was nothing o be s

10 mouth. Many times in 2 morning. the generality of them would

had, and yet have some further supply against they wanied. IUis sa
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1

subdued their Enemies, and uroed my hand against their
81.13-14). Bur now our perverse and evil carriages in the sight of ¢
offended Him, that instead of tuming His hand against them, the
nowarishes them up to be a scourge to the whole Jand.
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5. Another thing that 1 would observe is the strange providencejof God, in tum-
ing things about when the Indians was at the highest, and the English at the fow-

est. . . . [Wlhen the heathen begins to think all is their own, and the
hopes 1o il (as to nan) and now their eves are more to God, and
heaven-ward: and to say in good earnest, “Help Lord, or we perish.
had brought bis people 1o this, that they saw no help in anythi
He takes the quarrel into His own hand; and though they had ma
own imaginatons, as deep as hell for the Christians thut su
hurled themselves into it. And the Lord had not so many ways| ba
them, but now He hath as many to destroy them.

2. Plymouth Officials Justify the Wor (1675)

1he officials o Plyuowth Colony offered the following explarati
in taking 1 arnis against Hae Wanpanong chief Metacom (callvd
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Frgtish) i 1675. What do they see as the principed offenses by the fndians? Shonld

Jobm Sassamon be regarded as ~a faithful Indian” ar as an Faglish
ritan seitlers go to war reluclontly or enthusiastically?
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Not o look back further than the rroubles that were between the Colony of
New Plymouthﬂ‘ und Philip. sachem [ehiefain] of Mount Hope, in thie vear 1671 it
may be remempered that . . . fhe) was the peceant dad offending party; and that Ply-
maoutl bact jusg cawse to wke up arms agdinst hiny; and it weas then, agreed that he
should pay thay colony a certain sum of money, in part of their damage and charge j
by him occasianed: snd he then not only renéwed his ancient covenant of friend-
ship with theny but made Jumselfl and his people absolate subjects 1o our Sovereign
Lord King Charfes the Second. . .

But sometigne last winter the Governor of Plymouth was informed by Sassa-
mon. 2 faithful findiun, that the said Philip was undoubredly endeavoring 1o naise
new troubies, and wus endeavoring 10 engage all the sachems round about in a wac
agunst us; some of the English also that ived near the said sachem, communicated
their {ears and jealoesics concurrent with what the Tndian had informed. About a
week after Jolny Sassamon had given his inforiumtion. he was barbarously imnurdered
by somce Indiank for his faithfulness (as we have cause to helieve) to the interest of
God and of the Englisl; some time after Sussamon's death Philip, baving heard that




Indians were carnest for @ war: on the 7th of June Mr. Benjami
Rhode Istand, Weetatnoo aad some of her chiel men twdd Tim e

wir speedily with the English, some of them saying that they woul

that he had already given them leave w kill Englishmen's o2
houses; abour the 14th and 15th of June Me. James Brown went
persuade him to be quiet but w both times found his men in an

high and not persuadable to peace; on the f4th June our Gouncil

ble friendly luster to Philip therein showing our dislike of his pra
hitn 1o dismiss his strange Indians and command his own nen to
business that our people might also be quiet; and not 1o sulter hi
by reports concerning us, who intended no wrong. nor hurt o
Brown could not obiain an answer from him: on Uie 17th Ju
hoboth and several others of the English going unzrued 1o Mo
their horses ar Philip’s request. the Indians came and presented

and carried it very insolently though no way provoked by them: ¢

Job Winslow his house was hroken up and ritled by Philip’s men
being our Subbath, the people at Swansea were alarmed by the Indi

inhabitants burned out of their houses and their hiouses rified; and
marching up as they judged 1o assuult the town: and therelore
help [rom us; we hereupon the 21 of June sent up some forces o
and dispatched more with speed: on Wednesday the 23 of Junc

cheir houses ar Swamiea were rifled; on the 24th Thomas Layton was
River; on che 25th of June divers of the people at Swansen slain; and
Purned until which time, and for several days, though we hael 4 ¢o
there both of our own and of the Massachusetts (to our grief anid sh;

no revenge on (he encing Divs slow were we and unwilling w
and neighbors in a war; having many insolencics almaost intolera
whose hands we had descrved betrer;
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3. A Rhode Isford Quaker Sympathizes with

the Indians (1475)

Joba Laston, figuenam gorermr of Kbude fsland and a Quaker. took g differen:
efew of the wwark cetises than did the officicds from Plymuouth, as described in the bre-

coding selection

i

]

1 what ways docs be disagree with thewn? What does be cite as the

Indicns’ primeasy arieeances ageiiist the Fnglish seiilers?

-« W said

we knew the English said che Indians wronged them and the Indi-

ans said the Enplish wronged them. but our desire was Ithat] the quareel might
rightly be decidbd jn the hest wity, und nat as dogs decide tieir quarrels. The Indi-
ans owned thae figlding was the worst way, then they propounded how right might
ake place, we .\;Eid by arbitmtion. They ssid wll English agreed ugainst therh, and so

by achitrion
them, for Englis
give in their arm
their arms woul
pary 100 pounds
good e killed

canse 10 say gitl

-

¥ had had much wrong. many miles square of kand so aken from
would have English arbitraters, and once they were persuaded to
. that thereby jeatousy might be removed. fthen| the Enplish having
ot deliver them as they bud peomised. untit they consented to
and aow they had aot s much land or maoney, that they were as
s leave all their livelihood. We said they might choose un ndian

ere panics in (he difference. They said they had not heard of

king, and the EFI' b might choose the Governor of New York. that neither had

thar way aned sui
tendered they w
satd iC was not ' d
wir. saicl o theny
lishmen. for we

Twe honestle spoke. s6 we were persuaded if that way had been
suldl have dccepred. We did endeavor not to hear their complaints,
enyenient for us now o consider of, but to endeavor 1o prevens
et in witr against English, blood was spilt thag vngaged all Eng-
were 10 be all under one king, We knew what their complaints




Anocther gric{':mvc wug when their kings sokl kwad, the English wi

ould say it was

more than they agreed 1o and a writing must be proof against 21 thegi. and some of

their kings bad done wrong w sell so much. He left his people n
being given 1o drunkenness the English made them drunk and thep ¢
hargatos, but now their kings were forewarned not to pact with land

pne, and some
1eated them in
for nothing in

comparison to the value thereof. Now whom the English had ownged for king or

queen they fthe English] would disinherit, and make another king fha
sell them their lund, that now they had no hopes lkefi to keep any

waould give or
Lard, Another

grievance the Eaglish caitle and homes still increased. that when| th
miles trom where English had anyihing o do, they could not kee
from being spoiled, they never being used 1o fence, and thought jwi
bought land of them that they {the Englishl would have kept their <
own land,

by rernoved 30

ir corn {there]
en the English
tle upon their

Another grievance, the English woere so eager to sell the Indians Hipor that most

of the Indians spent all in drunkenness and then ravened upon the
and, they did befieve, often did hun the English canle, and their kings
vent it. We knew before Ithad these were their grand complaints. bu
endeavored 10 persuade that 2l complaines might be righted with

sober Indians
could not pte-
then we only
war, hut could

have no other answer but that they had not heard of that way for o
York und an Indian king 1o have the hearing of it. We had cans
had been tendered it would have been wccepted, We endeavor
they should lay down their amms, for the English were too strong T
then the Faglish should do 10 them as they did when they were tagl
English. . ..
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